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COMMUNICATION

FROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
TRANSMITTING

THREE SUPPLEMENTAL ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATION, TOTA L-
ING $50,000,000 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1939, TO
REMAIN AVAILABLE UNTIL JUNE 30, 1940, FOR THE WAR DE-
PARTMENT

JANUARY 26, 1939.—Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered
to be printed

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, January 26, 1939.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of

Congress three supplemental estimates of appropriation, totaling
$50,000,000, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1939, to remain avail-
able until June 30, 1940, for the War Department, to provide in part
for the national defense program recommended by me to Congress in
my message of January 12, 1939.
The details of these supplemental estimates of appropriation, the

necessity therefor, and the reasons for their transmission at this time
are set forth in the letter of the Acting Director of the Bureau of the
Budget, transmitted herewith, with whose comments and observa-
tions I concur.

Respectfully,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET,
Washington, January 25, 1939.

The PRESIDENT,
The White House.

SIR: I have the honor to submit for your consideration three sup-
plemental estimates of appropriation for the fiscal year ending June



2 SUPPLEMENTAL ESTIMATE OF APPROPRIATION

30, 1939, to remain available until June 30, 1940, for the War Depart-
ment, totaling $50,000,000, as follows:

AIR CORPS

Air Corps, Army: For an additional amount for Air Corps, Army,
for the procurement of new combat airplanes and their equip-
ment and accessories, including the employment of persons and
means at the seat of government and elsewhere, fiscal year 1939,
to remain available until June 30, 1940 (10 U. S. C. 291, 292 b-1,
296, 310; 52 Stat. 654-656)  $46, 442, 829

SIGNAL CORPS

Signal service of the Army: For an additional amount for Signal
service of the Army, for the procurement of radio equipment for
airplanes, including the employment of persons and means at the
seat of government and elsewhere, fiscal year 1939, to remain
available until June 30, 1940 (10 U. S. C. 212; 52 Stat. 653-654)..

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT

Ordnance service and supplies: For an additional amount for Ord-
nance service and supplies, for the procurement of armament
for airplanes, including the employment of persons and means at
the seat of government and elsewhere, fiscal year 1939, to remain
available until June 30, 1940 (10 U. S. C. 192; 50 U. S. C. 78;
52 Stat. 657-658) 

1, 490, 071

2, 067, 100

Total  50, 000, 000

In your message to Congress of January 12, 1939, upon the subject
of national defense, you stated:

It is proposed that $300,000,000 be appropriated for the purchase of several
types of airplanes for the Army. * * * If an appropriation bill can be quickly
enacted, I suggest that $50,000,000 of the $300,000,000 for airplanes be made im-
mediately available in order to correct the present lag in aircraft production due
to idle plants.

Pursuant to this suggestion the Secretary of War has submitted to
the Bureau of the Budget the foregoing three supplemental estimates
of appropriation, totaling $50,000,000. It is estimated that the
amount recommended for the Air Corps of the Army will provide for
the procurement of 565 new combat airplanes and that the amounts
recommended for the Signal Corps and Ordnance Department, re-
spectively, will provide the necessary radio equipment and armament
for such airplanes.

These supplemental estimates of appropriation are to provide, in
part, for a contingency which has arisen since the transmission of the
budgets for the fiscal years 1939 and 1940. I recommend that they
be transmitted to Congress.

Respectfully,
D. W. BELL,

Acting Director of the Bureau of the Budget.
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